
BELIEVERS’ CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

Romans 13:1-7

Government authority is God-instituted, so submit. 1-2

No person is exempt so as to ignore civil authorities.

“Be subject” is a willing subservience; an active participation in the 

duty of subjection.

Governing authorities refers to a broad range of government officials 

including law enforcement and law makers. Titus 3:1

Why should we submit? They are instituted by God.

Authorities are decreed, instituted, authorized and prescribed by God 

for maintenance of order and punishing those who violate it. 

Paul writes this in the early days of Nero’s reign, About 7 years later 

he and Peter were executed by Nero.

Why was the Holy Spirit guiding Paul to write this?  The church in 

Rome had a large minority of Jews who rightly resented Rome’s rule.

To disobey government authorities is to disobey God.

Government authorities purpose is law and order. 3-5

What are some good things government brings us?  Order, justice 

protection, security, water, power, transportation systems, education

Government is to carry out vengeance or retribution as a tool of 

God’s wrath on evil doers. 

We obey government so as to not be afraid but also for a clear 

conscience. Yet there are times to disobey. Acts 5:29

Pay your taxes. 6-7
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